Large ductal flow may cause high velocity in the descending aorta without coarctation: improved diagnosis using the continuity equation.
Large ductal flow will increase the flow through the aortic isthmus and may falsely suggest coarctation of the aorta when the Bernoulli equation is applied. The continuity equation (A1 x V1 = A2 x V2) does not depend on unwarranted assumptions, and its use should avoid misdiagnosis.